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From Editor's Desk

Servant of God
Mother Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta, D.S.A
Founder of the Congregation of the Daughter of
St. Anne, Ranchi

It stirs me up when I reflect upon a life
ignited by the divine spark. My words remain
just a drop in a vast ocean. I make every effort to
float over the sea to discover the unknown. In the
midst of chaos and wonder I hang on to my
inquisitiveness. It’s a fact that no pearl is found
unless and until I dive deep into the bottom of the
Blue. A reflection on the past memories
entertains us with a new knowledge and
adventurous experiences. If I desire to recapture
the sparkling memories of the past, I have to
relook into the past with the hope to get
something amazing. It is my pleasure to draw
your attention to the words of Pope Francis:

“Our memories of the beautiful and great
things that the Lord has carried out in the lives of
each one of us, in this recreation, in this
regeneration, that takes us beyond the ancient
splendor that our ancestors had in the first
creation”.

This splendor of God's love is expressed in the
creation which Mary Bernadette experienced in
her life. She was very much influenced by the

Sr. Ranjita Minj, D.S.A.

wonder and beauty of the nature that promoted
her to extend God's love to the people of villages in
her various services. This untold truth was very
much present in the life of the Servant of God,
Mother Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta DSA,
founder of The Congregation of the Daughters of
St. Anne, Ranchi. Her life unfolds the past
memories, reflects the hidden lights and the God-
given gifts in the present world. It is the greatest
gift of love to the universal Church in general and
to the lives of DSA Sisters in particular, which is
made manifest and actualized in the life of Mary
Bernadette.

She was endowed with a clear vision of her
mission from her early life to save the souls of the
people of Chotanagpur. She was a simple girl
from a village Sargaon, situated at the riverbank
of southern Koyal, born and brought up in a
Lutheran family. Later, she was baptized in the
Catholic Church. The Christianity had just
begun in the plateau of Chotanagpur.
Bernadette, a daughter of the soil hears a call of
God from within; she discerns it by crossing all
the socio-cultural barriers to respond to the
needs of the time. The prime motive was to save
souls, as the people of her native land were
entangled into the wheel of Zamindari system.
The exploitation led her to the exodus
experiences. However, impossibility turned into
possibility as nothing is impossible for God. She
dared to risk everything in accomplishing the
mission. Never doubting, but ever attentive and
attuned to the will of God, she fulfilled His
projects with genuine faith and her heroic
leadership.

Her footprints have multiple effects at every
corner of the land of Chotanagpur today. She
walked bare foot miles and miles, carrying on her
head a bamboo box. Though she had no food and
no water to quench her thirst, she enjoyed the
fruits of the jungle on the way and rested now and
then for a while under the shadow of the trees.
While walking the garden path she never forgot




to recite her holy rosary for blessings and her
safety. She always extended her hands to the
people around in villages. Her soft smile with
divine love touched the hearts of many. “How
beautiful on the mountains are the feet of those
who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who
bring good tidings, who proclaim salvation”
Isa.52:7.

Mary Bernadette was indeed, a woman of prayer,
love and compassion. The fragrance of her
holiness is still felt and experienced in the hearts
of many young and old. She is a source of
inspiration for religious vocation. It is a fact that
her heroic and spiritual life has given incentive to
religious vocation in Chotanagpur. The mysteries
of life are still actively alive for those who have
seen with their eyes, heard with their ears and
touched with their hands. They cannot forget the
capturing moments in times of prayers,
recreations and working hours. These life stories
of Mary Bernadette, presented in the following
magazine, are as simple as that a reader can
easily relish its sweetness. It is something greatly
appreciable. Bernadette's response to God's call
for holiness is always dynamic. She, from her
early age, was filled with God's wisdom and the
creative power of the Holy Spirit.

Dear Readers, a dynamic leader always focuses
on greater good of others by connecting it to the
glory of God. It is, therefore, before we move to
greater things, from good to better, let us stop and
look back to our origin. Reflect upon it and re-live
the goodness. The world today is groaning for our
brothers and sisters who have gone before us by

becoming the victims of covid-19 pandemic. At

this moment God calls us for the renewal of our
hearts. The articles presented here are the
nuances of spiritual experiences. They are to help
us to connect ourselves to God. The spiritual life
of Mary Bernadette was deeply rooted in the love
of Jesus. Let us stay in the divine love, see the
wonder of his love and share this love openly as
did Mary Bernadette.

I acknowledge the valuable inputs and guidance
of the Superior General, Rev. Sr. Lily Grace
Topno, DSA, for the Magazine, “The Divine
Spark of Chotanagpur” on the occasion of 60th
Death Anniversary of our Beloved Mother Mary
Bernadette. I am grateful to all the members of
internal team, working for the Beatification of
the Founder. With profound gratitude, I would
like to appreciate all those who have generously
contributed to the magazine in its simplicity and
richness. Your shared articles express the past
glorious memories with lived experiences. You
have also lettered down the past memories and
experiences in the magazine as motivational
insights. No doubt, its richness and spiritual
feelings may inspire many of us.

Before I wind up my words of admiration, I would
like to express my joyful feelings in the words of a
psalmist: “O taste and see, how good is the Lord.”
All the articles are the reflection of God's
magnanimity in the life of Mary Bernadette who
was full of divine love, life and light. I have found
the treasure that my heart was searching for. My
soul glorifies the Lord for he has filled me with
good things”.

Message

A
Sr. Lily Grace Topno, D.S.A. "

Superior General /

“Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a
few things; I will put you in charge of many things.
Enter into the joy of your master.” (Mt. 25:21)

On the auspicious occasion of the 60th
Death anniversary of our beloved Founder-
Mother Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta,
Servant of God, I feel previleged to express my
heartfelt gratitude to God for His marvellous
works that He has done through our Founder.
She was chosen by God to be His instrument to
spread love, peace and joy through her selfeless
service along with her first Companions — Mother
Cecilia, Mother Veronica and Mother Mary. In the
last decade of the 19" century these four pioneers
of the Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne,
Ranchi took a revolutionary step to remain
unmarried in order to serve God's people being
inspired by the Loreto Sisters. It was very-very
challenging decision indeed becuase it was not in
accord with the custom and culture of the Tribal
Society of those days. Yet they persevered in all
circumstances and ultimately dedicated their
lives to the service of God with entrance into
Postrulancy on 26 July 1897 and with this very
step was established the D.S.A. Congregation. It
was undoubtedly nothing else than a miracle of

God.

After serving God's people for 64 years as a
Daughter of St. Anne, Mother Mary Bernadette
breathed her last on 16 April 1961. Today, she is
no more with us physically, but she is always with
us spiritually. She still continues to lead and
guide us in accomplishing our mission according
to our Charism. Her 60" death anniversary gives
us an opportunity to ponder upon the marvellous
deeds of the Lord that He has done not only to the
Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne but
also to the Church of Chotanagpur at large
though the instrumentality of Mother Mary

Bernadette. It was she who took a couragious
initiative to come forward to serve God's people
being ablaze with the love of Jesus. As
consequence, today the uncountable needy ones
are being benefited with the selfless service of the
D.S.A. Sisters both in India and outside the
country. Hence, it is right and just to render
praise and thanks to God for such a precious gift
of God to the Church in the person of Mother
Mary Bernadette. As she has been already
declared the 'Servant of God', it is an earnest
prayer to the Lord that she might be raised to the
the Beatification as well as Canonization for the
greater glory of God so that more and more
people could come to experiencee God's profound
love for each person through the intercession of
Mother Mary Bernadette .

To mark the 60" death anniversary of our
Founder, a magazine is released by the D.S.A.
Congtregation. It is contains a number of deep
experiences of the eye witnesses which they had
received while staying with Mother Mary
Bernadette. These rare experirnces are the
source of inspiration to the present and future
generations. Therefore, I take this beautiful
oppportunity to congratulate and thank the
Editorial Team for compiling these articles.
Hearty congratulations to all the writers too for
their valuable contributions. May the Good Lord
bless each one of us and the affectionate blessings
of our beloved Founder remain with us always.
Long live Mother Mary Bernadette Kispotta,
Servant of God! then for a while under the
shadow of the trees. While walking the garden
path she never forgot




Mother Mary Bernadette —
A Perennial Figure of Piety and Simplicity

Mother Mary Bernadette Kispotta, Servant of
God, has become an illustrious name that
instantly evokes mixed feelings of awe, wonder,
pride, respect and admiration for what she was,
what she did and for what she could achieve
notwithstanding coming from an Oraon tribal
family from a remote area of Chotanagpur
Plateau in the pre-Independence era. A cursory
view of the current Indian situation
demonstrates that even after completing 74 years
of Independence, the predominant Indian
patriarchal society is far from giving equal
rights and civil liberties to womenfolk,
which include freedom of work, g
movement and discussion, freedom
from domestic violence,
exploitation, forced labor, and
from the mentality of restricting
women within four walls g8
alluding to the age-old culture g
and tradition. And hence, it is §
not difficult to imagine the
adverse and challenging #
situation in which Mother §
Mary Bernadette grew up as a
girl-child, stood firmly against
all odd, nurtured her faith, and
decided “to know Jesus more
intimately, to love him more
intensely, and to follow him more
closely” (cf. Spiritual Exercises of St.
Ignatius,n. 104) by taking the bold and
courageous step of starting a new band of
girls, who could dedicate their life to the
service of the Church and of the people

While reading and re-reading the Memoire of
Mother Mary Bernadette in Hindi as well as in
English with great care and attention to recount
her life story also in Italian, I was completely
dumbfounded by her fascinating journey of being
moulded by God (cf. Jeremiah 1:5) from a simple
tribal girl to a perennial fount of inspiration to
thousands of girls to become like her and to work
ardently for the Kingdom of God. Before going to
the Heavenly abode on 16 April 1961, whatever

Fr. Prem Xalxo, S.dJ.

she could write down as a Memoire from her
sickbed in Holy Family Hospital Mandar is a
precious heritage for the present as well as for the
future generations, which narrates and will
continue to narrate God's action in and through
Mother Mary Bernadette. And therefore, her
Memoire has to be read, re-read, studied,
reflected, interpreted and analyzed to be able to
see how her unwavering and steadfast faith made
her a worthy instrument in God's hand to work
wonders for the Church and for the people of

Chotanagpur during a period when
' Christianity had started taking its root on
its soil.

In 2017, when our St. Anne's Sisters
of Europe Mission started the
planning and the preparation to
celebrate the Silver Jubilee of
the arrival of the first group of
Sisters in Italian soil, Rew.
Catherine Kujur, the then
Delegate of Rev. Mother
General to Europe Mission,
requested me to translate the
Memoire in Italian so that the
extraordinary and heroic life
story of Mother Mary
Bernadette and her first
companions could be presented to

the Italian faithful. Apart from
discussing with a number of St.
Anne's Sisters both of Europe Mission
and those back home the charism and
vision-mission envisioned by Mother Mary
Bernadette, I also had the opportunity of
listening to the experiences of Sukra Paul Xalxo,
my father, who encountered her while she was
convalescing in Holy Family Hospital Mandar in
late 1950s. The Hospital was started in 1947 with
150 beds by the Medical Mission Sisters to take
care of the sick, the suffering, and to educate
young girls in the field of medicine and nursing
care. As a young Sarna man, Sukra Paul Xalxo,
had started working in the Hospital as the
Ambulance Driver. He became one of the trusted

personnel of the Medical Mission Sisters because
of his hard-work, sincerity, and complete
dedication to his work; and above all, for being a
teetotaler, which was not normal for the Sarna
Oraon young men of his time. So much so all the
Sisters and Nurses used to call him Sukra Dada.
The Hospital Administration maintained a
family bond with the co-workers, which allowed
them to move around freely and visit the patients
admitted in different Wards for various sickness.
He remembered very well having met Mother
Bernadette many times, while passing through
the corridors of the Private Wards of the
Hospital. He was impressed deeply by three
notable noble qualities of Mother Bernadette;
namely, piety, simplicity and sociability, which
partly inspired him to be baptized as a Catholic.
When he knew that I was translating her
Memoire in Italian, he explained in a few words
what he meant by piety, simplicity and sociability.

1. Piety: Sukra Paul remembered vividly how
the serene and joyful face of Mother Mary
Bernadette communicated more than any spoken
word and generated keen interest in her
personality. Always brimming with serenity,
peace and joyfulness, her face seemed to reflect
piety, purity and holiness that were indeed the
integral parts of her life. Although Sukra Paul
was not baptized at that time, he could feel that
some kind of mysterious divine power was
constantly emanating from her face. After
becoming a Catholic, he could understand to a
certain extent her profound holiness and the
extraordinary devotion to Mother Mary, whose
name she bore with great religious zeal.

2. Simplicity: The magnanimity of Mother
Mary Bernadette's heart shone forth in her way
of living an astonishingly simple, modest and
unpretentious life. While accompanying Dr. Sr.
Fredrick, MMS, one of the acclaimed and most-
sought-after Doctors of that era in Holy Family
Hospital, Sukra Paul had heard from her in bits

and pieces about the great work done by Mother
Mary Bernadette; but notwithstanding all that,
he was surprised to find her completely modest
and simple. Despite being the foundation stone of
anew Congregation, she never demonstrated any
sense of pomposity or superiority. He used to
assume that the fact of being profoundly holy
from within made Mother Mary Bernadette
simple and deeply rooted on the ground reality.

3. Sociability: What overwhelmed Sukra Paul
from the personality of Mother Mary Bernadette
was her sociability and warm-heartedness. For
him, it would never be an exaggeration to confess
that her sociability par excellence in every aspect
attracted him toward Christianity. He used to
imagine that probably her overflowing piety and
simplicity made her so sociable that even a short
encounter of any person with her would make
him or her feel completely at home. A wide and
childlike smile on her face had the potential of
breaking down any wall of hard-heartedness,
hesitation and uneasiness.

During our discussions, Sukra Paul seemed to
have nostalgic experiences of those initial years
of being an employee in Holy Family Hospital and
to nourish the overwhelming joy of having met
one of the saintly persons of the Chotanagpur
Church even before he had become a Catholic. He
deeply admired the remarkable and inspiring
personality of Mother Mary Bernadette firmly
rooted in her firm faith in Jesus Christ, and
gradually came to gauge the meanings of piety
and holiness only after embracing Christianity.
Later, most of his experiences became alive and
vivid when Sr. Carmela Kujur, his Sister-in-law,
joined St. Anne's Congregation. He had the
occasion to many more St. Anne's Sisters
properly in St. Anne's Convent, Mandar; but his
memories were centered on the feeling of being
blessed for having met on various precious




occasions a living and a future Saint. Without
hesitation, he attributed to the simplicity and
sociability of Mother Mary Bernadette, which
functioned as one of the inspiring factors to
receive the adult Baptism in the Catholic Church.
The words of Sukra Paul Xalxo confirms my
personal convictions that right at the inception of
Christianity in Chotanagpur Plateau, the
indigenous Catholic Church of Chotanagur had
already a living Saint in the person of Mother
Mary Bernadette. Each and every word inscribed
by her in the Memoire speaks volume of her
steadfast faith in Jesus Christ, of her burning
zeal to become a worthy instrument in the hands
of Jesus Christ to serve the Church and the
people, and of her willingness to be a martyr for
her faith-convictions. Her extraordinary
simplicity and sincerity in both spiritual as well
as in temporal matters are evidenced in the act of
writing down with minute details every gift
received on the occasion of the Silver Jubilee of
the foundation of the Congregation celebrated on
25 November 1922.

Today, the inspirational story of Mother Mary
Bernadette is being re-enacted and lived by the
members of St. Anne's Congregation and thus,
making her alive and present in the life and the
mission of the Church of Chotanagpur. Their
commitment and dedication generate a sense of
gratitude, respect and appreciation for what they
are and what they have been doing. Often a sense
of dismay or unbelief is expressed by some
sceptics who refuse to believe unless they see the
works done by them. Anyone, who moved around
in Chotanagpur to study how the mission
flourished among the indigenous people, will be
surprised to find that every establishment of a
new Parish (or mission activity) has been
accompanied by St. Anne's Sisters either through
family visits, a school to spread education or a
dispensary for healthcare. Their contributions to
the faith formation of the catechumens and

Christian community has been immense and
exemplary right from the beginning. They have
assisted the Parish Priests in various ways in the
works of evangelization and consolidation of the
mission. Even today, their dedication in
preparing children for Confession, First
Communion and Confirmation remains
unparalleled. No doubt, even though Mother
Mary Bernadette has not been canonically
declared a Saint; nonetheless, she continues to be
a perennial fount of inspiration for innumerable
persons who desire to offer to Jesus Christ their
body, soul, heart, and breath so that they could
remain his forever in life and death (cf. Memoire
in Hindi, pp. 48-49)). May she soon be blest and
honoured with a place in the company of Saints
and Blesseds in Heaven.

Mary Bernadette is my Inspiration

I am a Claretion priest Fr Basant Kispotta
Cmf and I have blessed feeling to say and share
that I am a beloved grandchild of Servent of God
Mary Bernadette Prasad kispotta the foundress
of DSA Ranchi, beloved Mata Veronika Kispotta
and beloved Mata Cecilia Kispotta the co-
foundress of DSA Ranchi.

When I was a little boy I saw many DSA
Sisters like angels coming to Our house to visit
the house and see the well which is inside the
house in one room, it is believed thses three
loving and dear Mothers Mary Bernadette, Cicilia
and Beronica when they were little and young
girls used to draw water from this well.

Once I simply asked my father why do so
many DSA Sisters come to our house and my
father nicely narrated me saying:- your three
beloved Aajees EISi)) (grandmothers Christ
Anandita Ruth (Bernadette), Sushila Kispotta
(Cecilia) and Krippa Kispotta (Beronica) are the
foundresses of these DSA Sisters Religious
society (congregation). Thus I came to know
about Mary Bernadette Prasad kispotta, The
founderess of DSA Ranchi through my beloved
father Helarius Kispotta.

wonder and beauty of the nature that promoted
her to extend God's love to the people of villages in
her various services. This untold truth was very
much present in the life of the Servant of God,
Mother Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta DSA,
founder of The Congregation of the Daughters of
St. Anne, Ranchi. Her life unfolds the past
memories, reflects the hidden lights and the God-
given gifts in the present world. It is the greatest
gift of love to the universal Church in general and
to the lives of DSA Sisters in particular, which is
made manifest and actualized in the life of Mary
Bernadette.

She was endowed with a clear vision of her
mission from her early life to save the souls of the
people of Chotanagpur. She was a simple girl

Fr. Basant Kispotta, C.M.E

from a village Sargaon, situated at the riverbank
of southern Koyal, born and brought up in a
Lutheran family. Later, she was baptized in the
Catholic Church. The Christianity had just
begun in the plateau of Chotanagpur.
Bernadette, a daughter of the soil hears a call of
God from within; she discerns it by crossing all
the socio-cultural barriers to respond to the
needs of the time. The prime motive was to save
souls, as the people of her native land were
entangled into the wheel of Zamindari system.
The exploitation led her to the exodus
experiences. However, impossibility turned into
possibility as nothing is impossible for God. She
dared to risk everything in accomplishing the
mission. Never doubting, but ever attentive and
attuned to the will of God, she fulfilled His
projects with genuine faith and her heroic
leadership.

Her footprints have multiple effects at every
corner of the land of Chotanagpur today. She
walked bare foot miles and miles, carrying on her
head a bamboo box. Though she had no food and
no water to quench her thirst, she enjoyed the
fruits of the jungle on the way and rested now and
then for a while under the shadow of the trees.
While walking the garden path she never forgot

Mary Bernadette Prasad kispotta had four very
important Cardinal divine virtues of Holy Spirit,
which are very important and necessary for her
Sainthood.They are (1) Justice, (2) Fortitude, (3)
Temperance and (4) Prudence.

(1).  dJustice: I consider the virtue of justice is
the most important virtue and consider it
according to my faith and conviction as
righteousness, holiness and fairness.
When I look into the life of Mary
Bernadette Prasad kispotta by hearing
from others and by reading the books
about her I come to know and I come to
believe that she was so holy righteous and
fair in everything.




(2).  Fortitude:- The virtue of fortitude I
understand, it is spiritual and holy
courage, strength, power, endurance and
ability to confront the fear and the
uncertainty. When I see the life of Mary
Bernadette Prasad kispotta she had real
spiritual and holy power, courage,
strength to say no to marriage which was
proposed and arranged by family
members and was the rite of tribal society.
And also she had the full ability to
confront fear and uncertainty of her
catholic and religious life.

(3). Temperance:- I feel the virtue of
temperance made Mary  Bernadette
Prasad Kispotta to restrain the practice of
self control and abstention specially
chastity and sexual life. At the time of
Mary Bernadette Prasad kispotta in
tribal society living chaste life and
practicing chastity without marriage was
not the prevalent rite and was
encouraged in the tribal society and not
getting married in the tribal society was
considered bane for family, village and
Society. In this circumstances Mary
Bernadette Prasad kispotta was chaste
person.

(4). Prudence:- The virtue of prudence
described Mary  Bernadette Prasad
Kispotta as wisdom ability to judge
between action with regard to
appropriate actions at a given time. When
I see the life of Mary Bernadette Prasad
kispotta, she was able to judge and make
in right time which religion is true one
thus she embraced catholic faith
forsaking Protestant faith and secondly
in appropriate time she refused to get
marriedand dedicated her whole life for
the service of the Lord and for his people,
for the glory of God and for the
sanctification of the souls.

Servant of God Mary Bernadette Prasad

Kispotta, the founder of the Congregation of the
Daughters of St. Anne truly is heroine of the
Chhotanagpur Catholic church and Saint of the
Universal Catholic Church. Because She was full
lifetime working for the glory of God and for the
sanctification of souls by simple way of educating
villagers about Lord Jesus and sowing the seed of
Catholic faith in them. “It is all God's mercy” that
being tribal girl and woman she lived chaste life
despite the great opposition of family members.
She was ever ready to suffer for the Lord, for
righteousness and holiness.(Mathew 5:10)

Mary Bernadette Kispotta Prasad worked day
and night to spread Catholic faith and today the
fruit we witness in the whole Chhotagpur region.
Today It is all God's mercy.”that Servant of God
Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta's journey
towards sainthood is a possible.

My inspiration from the life of my
dadi Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta and
her place in my religious life.

*I am really so proud of Servant of God,
Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta to share about
her because she is my inspiration and a great
model for my religious life. I am inspired by the
life of Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta because
she loved others and she loved to spread &
establish the kingdom of God for the greater glory
of God and for the sanctification of the souls, the
way dJesus loved others and the way Jesus loved
and wanted to establish the kingdom of God for
the greater glory of God and she established the
kingdom of Christ in whole Chhitanagpur &
changed the Chhotanagpur for Christ. She
established so many schools to educate tribal
boys and girls to make Jesus known more and
better and to make catholic faith true one thus
she made difference and change in the whole
Chhotanagpur.

*I am inspired by her virtue of humility

because she helped Loreto Sisters in the hostel
washing their clothes and Church clothes by
saying if I am not able to become nun but I can
serve Lord Jesus by helping Sisters, the sick, the
needy and suffering people.

*I am inspired by Servant of God Mary
Prasad kispotta by her holiness and righteous
life. She lived chaste life. There were times when
a boy whose name was Junas and who was
following her and proposed her many times for
marriage but she neither got angry nor she was
nervous, rather she was like Jesus filled with the
power of holy spirit (Luke 4:1) and like Jesus she
said to Junas "go away from me I am called to be
Lord Jesus I will pray for you."

*I am inspired of Servant of God, Mary
Bernadette Prasad Kispotta's devotion to Blessed
Virgin Mary. Like St. Antony Mary Claret,
Mother Mary was everything for Mary
Bernadette Prasad Kispotta next to Jesus. Mary
Bernadette Prasad Kispotta was great devotee of

Our Lady of Lourdes that is how she embraced
the name of Bernadette and adding the first name
of Mary.

My personal reflection from the life of my
dadi

Mary Bernadette Prasad Kispotta was
zealous, pious and holy missionary who was
called like St Paul. St Paul was called the apostle
of Gentiles after Damascus experience when he
was on the way to persecute Christ and his
people. Similarly Mary Bernadette Prasad
Kispotta was called to be apostle of tribals in
Chhotanagpur. She felt the call of God first
when she was in Loreto hostel looking at Loreto
nus she said if these foreign women can become
nun by leaving their own country, culture,
language and food why can't I be anun?

From her early childhood she felt she was called
for religious life, live alive for Jesus. Thus she was
always holy righteous and pious.

Family of Puran Prasad Kispotta
Mother Mary Bernadett - 2nd to left of photograph




Mother Mary Bernadette:
A beginning of an era

I am Fr. Ranjit Roshan Minj a Jesuit
priest of Jamshedpur Province. The first time I
came to know about Mother Mary Bernadette
was in 1997 when the Congregation of Daughters
of St. Anne celebrated the centenary Jubilee of
the Congregation. I was then in class 10" and
knew some of the St. Anne's Sisters. Later, I
came to know and read more about Mother Mary
Bernadette during the study of theology.
Especially, I was fascinated to know the
indigenous contribution of Mother Mary
Bernadette in the Church of
Chhotanagpur. Simplicity,
dedication and single minded
commitment in her apostolate
made all the difference.

Later, after
preaching retreat to the St.
Anne's novices I got the
opportunity to go for }
pilgrimage to Sargaon the g
birth place of Mary
Bernadette. I celebrated
Mass there at her
memorial. I really felt the
overwhelming presence of
God through the life of
Mary Bernadette.

Bernadette has her
own share of suffering all
throughout her life. She had to
face a lot of opposition because she
wanted to pursue her dream of
becoming a bride for Christ. Because of her
resolve of not marrying which was considered
against the customs of her society, her family too
was against her. But she was very determined to
give herself fully to Jesus. She had to face steep
challenges even from the Sister Superior and
Fathers who were against her decision of not
marrying. She and other girls were sent out of
the school due to their refusal to get married. She
wanted to remain chaste and holy in order to
become the bride of Christ. She had go against the
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current but she did it gladly because she knew
that her life is meant only for Jesus. All other
things were of not much importance. Nothing
could hinder her in following Jesus. It was indeed
the boldest step that she took. No tribal girl has
ever dared to take this step. God has indeed
blessed her and gave her courage in following
Jesus. God has intervened in the lives of women
missionaries through the life of Mary Bernadette.

Bishop, Fathers and Sisters were not convinced

that Mary Bernadette and her sisters
¥ could become religious. But seeing
their selfless service they were
inducted to Religious life. They
always remained faithful in
the work of charity.

Life is full of choices. The
right choice makes our
lives worth living. The life
of Mother Mary
Bernadette was also no
exception. She had to
choose right path among
so many paths. And in the
process she suffered with
mental agony, confusion
and uncertainties. Before
the conversion to catholic
faith she suffered dilemma
regarding the right belief about
Mother Mary.

Her faith was disillusioned. God

has His own way of dealing with the
discerning soul. Her soul was tossed between
Lutheran faith and Catholic faith. She deeply
pondered in her heart the issues of contest
between Lutheran and Catholic faith.
Discernment led to conversion of heart and
finally she was convinced about Catholic
faith and accepted it whole heartedly. She
was open to God's will and God rightly
intervened in her life.

Mother Bernadette once converted to
Roman Catholic faith remained ever faithful
and constant in her faith. Bernadette
experienced great peace and calm within
herself when she came to Our Lady. Our Lady
too inspired her to follow her Son. Later, she
wanted to be like Our Lady and rightly chose
name of the Congregation as Daughters of St.
Anne. She became another Mother Mary
having great burning love for Jesus Christ
and having her sole purpose to love and serve
as Mother Mary did in her life.

Mother Bernadette has nurtured the
three theological virtues in her life. Her faith
journey was no way smooth. Her faith was
tested especially when it comes to Catholic
faith. Her firm belief in God made her
dedicate her life for God alone.

She trusted in God's promises and saw
how God's plan was unfolding in her life.
God's providence was with her as she
dedicated herself as Jesus'bride. She believed
in God's grace and God cleared every obstacle
that came to her life. Her conversion from
Protestant Faith to Catholic Faith with full
respect and honour to Mother Mary; her
decision to become religious in spite great
opposition from Church authorities; her
courage to take a different path for the sake
of Jesus etc clearly indicate that God's grace
was upon her and God led her by His hand.

Her heart always burned with love of God
and love of her neighbours. She was
outstanding in the works of charity during
the famine and cholera epidemics. She and
her sisters were always at the service of the
Church doing all types of manual works

related to Church activities such as cleaning
of Church, washing the church vestments,
sacristan works etc. They also gave religious
instructions to girls and women. Later, the
Sisters of the Ccongregation which she
founded became the foot soldiers of Christ
who went around the corners of
Chotanagpur imbued by the service of God
and His people.

Mother Mary Bernadette is a model
for the religious vocation especially for
women of Chhotanagpur. She ushered the
new era in the Church of Chotanagpur with
regard to the women joining the religious
congregation. She opened the door for the
tribal girls to become religious in the service
of God and His people. Today we can count
God's blessings as thousands of tribal girls
joining different religious Congregation in
Chotanagpur. Being a vocation promoter for
almost four years I often sought her
intercession for the vocations. She is a model
for those who are persevering in their
vocation.

At the end, I salute this great soul, the jewel
of Chotanagpur Church. Her entry into the
Catholic Church in Chotanagpur forever
changed its face. Like women who were with
Jesus on the road to Calvary, the DSA Sisters
under the leadership of Mary Bernadette had
been the priceless helpers to the missionaries
in the spread of the Kingdom of God in
Chotanagpur.
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Glimpses of Celebrations--------

The Silver Jubilee Year - 5"
November 1995- 5" November 2020

November 5, 2019 marks the Silver lining in the
history of the Daughters of St. Anne, Ranchi, as
the Congregation inaugurated the Silver Jubilee
of Hargari (Exhumation) of our Founder Mary
Bernadette Prasad Kispotta, the Servant of God
and her Companions Mother Cecilia, Mother
Veronica and Mother Mary. The floral wreaths
were offered at the tomb of the Founder Mary
Bernadette and her Companions on 5" November
2019 in the morning. Rev.Sr. Linda Mary
Vaughan, DSA. Superior General hoisted the
inaugural flag of Silver Jubilee. The trumpet was
blown by the Students of St. Anne's School,
Ranchi. The Holy Eucharist was Presided over by
Rev Fr. Francis Minj, SJ, the Dean of Regional
Theologate, Tarunody, Ranchi and concelebrated
by Rev. Fr. Raymond Tobias Toppo, the assistant
Notary for the cause of Beatification, Rev. Fr.
Mouris Kullu,, Fr. Charles, the parish Priest of
Saparom, Fr. Basant Kispotta, CFM, Fr. Roshan
Tiru. Their holy remains were brought from
Kantatoli cemetery to St. Anne's Mother House,
Ranchi, on 5" November 1995. Much later, on 5"
November 2019 the Jubilee Year was announced
by the contemporary Superior General Most Rev.
Sr. Linda Mary Vaughan. Thereafter, the
preparation for the Jubilee began. Sisters along
with the parishners of their own respective
parishes moved to Sargaon, birthplace of
Founder and her companions for the pilgrimage
and the Museum of Mary Bernadette at St.

Anne's Moher House, Ranchi. Unfortunately it
was discontinued due to Covid-19 pandemic.

On the 5" of November 2020, the Silver Jubilee of
Hargari (Exhumation) came full circle to
culminate with the nine days Novena prayer and
finally with the Holy Eucharistic Celebration. It
was the day of thanksgiving] for the Lord has
done marvelous things. The flag of the
Congregation was hoisted by Most Rev. Sr. Lily
Grace Topno, DSA, before the Holy Mass at the
graveyard. She also paid homage to St. Anne, the
Patron of the Congregation with a colourful
bouquet. Subsequently, His Grace Felix Toppo
the Archbishop of Ranchi at the tomb of Mary
Bernadette, Rev. Fr. Ajit Kumar Xess, SJ, the
Provincial Ranchi Jesuit and the Notary for the
Cause of Beatification at the tomb of Cecilia, Rev.
Fr. Francis Minj, SJ, the Convener of the
Historical Commission for the Cause, at the tomb
of Veronica and Rev. Sr. Magdali Borogaon, the
Provincial Jalpaiguri Province at the tomb of
Mary laid the wreath and honoured them. They
graced the day by their presence.The Silver
Jubilee is historically marked by Souvenir and
Memento based on Hargari presenting the past,
present and future scenario of the Congregation.
Finally, the Superior General Most Rev. Sr. Lily
Grace Topno expressed the attitude of gratitude
to all participants and declared the Jubilee Year
of Hargari CLOSED. To celebrate 25 years of
glories and the achievements under the
protection of founder and her companions many
meetings were organized.

Death Anniversary

April 16, 2020, the 59" Death Anniversary
celebration of Founder Mary Bernadette Prasad
Kispotta, the Servant of God couldn't become a
public celebration due to Covid-19 pandemic. The
common religious worshipping places were closed
due to pandemic, however, in the small
community observing the social distance prayer
services were conducted. The themes and
reflection for Novena were circulated. Covid -19
pandemic as an opportunity has knocked the door
of The Congregation of the Daughters of St.
Anne, to renew the Spirit of Founder Mother
Mary Bernadette and her three Companions

It was a historical day. Most Rev. Sr. Linda Mary
Vaughan, Superior General of the Congregation
solemnly announced the 60" Death Anniversary
of Mary Bernadette at St. Anne's Generalate,
Loadih. On this day the General Councilors, Rev.
Sr. Lily Grace Topno, postulator for the Cause of
Beatification, Rev Sr. Julie Xaxa, Rev. Sr.
Nirmala Jyoti Kahchap, Rev. Sr. Mary Pushpa
Tirkey, Sisters from Generalate and Novitiate
Community were present to witness the event.
There was homage ceremony
after the prayer service.

Birth Anniversary

In the 1Cor.12:31, St. Paul ==
invites Corinthians to strive
for the greater gifts and to
look for the better things as
well;,

The whole world today |
around us seems to be

constantly changing due to Covid-19 pandemic.
Yet God invites us to strive always for the greater
gifts. The 142" birthday of Mary Bernadette was
celebrated at Sargaon. It was a great opportunity
to re-live and gather the lived experiences of the
life lived 124 years ago by the founder and her
Companions as very simple and ordinary girls.
The contemporary situation was somewhat
similar, the whole Country was affected by
cholera and famine in the year 1895- 1896 just
before the birth of the Congregation of the
Daughters of St. Anne, as Mary Bernadette
narrates;

“we used to go around the villages and
hamlets visiting families everyday with the
provisions of medicine, rice dal, clothes and
mats. We used to hear the wails and
mourning of the people every day”

(Mem.pg 42.).

Inspired by the same spirit of the founding
members during this Covid-19 pandemic we too
moved to the periphery to help our needy
brethren. There were about 500 hundred families
who were given rice, dal and other eatables, mask
and sanitizer.

The dignitaries present on this great day were
His Grace Felix Toppo, SJ, the Archbishop of
Ranchi Archdiocese and Most Rev Theodore
Mascarenhas, SFX Episcopal Delegate for the
Cause of Beatificaion, Rev. Sr. Linda Mary
Vaughan, Superior General, General Councilors,
Rev. Sr. Sosan Bara, Provincial Superior, Ranchi,
Rev. Fr. Deonis Xess, Parish Preist of Mandar,
Sisters from Generalate, Provincialate, and few
youth from Sargaon and Samlong Parish. We had
Holy Eucharistic celebration in the evening
presided over by His Excellency Bishop Theodore
Mascarenhas. We had very simple celebration
due to Covid-19 pandemic.




Blessing of the Monument

On August 22, 2020 the Feast of the Queenship of
our Lady, the Church of Chotanagpur was
graciously blessed by God. the devotion and
intercessory prayer to Mary Bernadette in
different parts of the country began with the
opening of the process of her sainthood. The
people in group flock to Sargaon—the birthplace
of Mary Bernadette for pilgrimage. The growing
devotion to Mary Bernadette inspired the
authorities of the Congregation to erect the
Monument of Mary Bernadette at Sargaon.
Unfortunately, on the inaugural and blessing
ceremony kept on 22 August 2020—the Feast of
the Queenship of our Lady, very few participants
were present observing the government norms of
50 people limit for religious gathering due to
noble corona virus.

The blessing ceremony began with the Holy
Eucharistic cerebration presided over by His
Grace Felix Toppo, SJ, the Archbishop of Ranchi
Archdiocese and concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Deonis
Xess, the Parish Priest of Mander, Rev. Fr. Bisu
Benjamin Aind, Rev. Fr. Raymond Tobias Toppo,

the assistant Noatory for the Cause of

Beatification of Mary Bernadette and Rev. Fr.
ChonahasTigga, Parish Priest of Murhu.The day
was also witnessedby the presence of Rev. Sr.
Linda mary Vaughan, the Superior General,
general Councillors, Rev. Sr. Lily Grace Topno ,
the Postulator for the Cause of beatification Sr.
Julie Xaxa, Sr. Nirmala Jyoiti Kachhap, Sr. Mary
Pushpa Tirkey the Vice Postulator for the Cause,
and Rev. Sr. Sosan Bara, the Provincial Superior,
Ranchi, the Sisters from nearby communities
and faithful of Mandar and Sargaon.

Successively, the inauguration ceremony of the
Monument was commenced by Most Rev. Sr.
Linda Mary Vaughan, the Superior General of the
Congregation of the Daughters of St. Anne,
Ranchi, by cutting the ribbon. The monument
and Grotto was blessed by his Grace Felix
Toppo,Sd, the Archbishop, after a short prayer of
blessing. The remains or the soil of Bernadette's
tomb was placed in small glass container. His
Grace offered the floral wreath and Most Rev. Sr.
Linda Mary Vaughan, the Superior General paid
homage by garlanding the bust of our beloved
Founder. It was a humble demand of the pilgrims
coming from far and near to pay their tribute and
pray through the intercession of Mary
Bernadette, a first tribal on the process of
Beatification and Canonization.




